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Abstract
This study aims to analyze the legal framework governing the civil liability of sponsored students in Iraq
arising from breaches of their contractual obligations under scholarship agreements. The main issue lies
in legislative and procedural inconsistencies within the scholarship system, particularly after the issuance
of Regulation No. (3) of 2018, which replaced the 1971 system but failed to fully resolve ambiguities
regarding the legal nature of the contract, competent jurisdiction, and imposed financial penalties.
Using analytical and applied approaches, the study finds that the scholarship contract is essentially a civil
contract governed by Iraqi civil law, rather than an administrative one. It identifie forms of contractual
breach and associated penalties, such as repayment of expenses or double compensation, criticizing the
latter as legally unjustified and constituting unjust enrichment under Article 170.
The study recommends legal reforms, including revising contract terms, removing excessive penalties,
clarifying obligations, and expanding scholarship coverage domestically and internationally.
Keywords: Sponsored student, Scholarship system, Financial penalties, Scholarship contract.
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