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Abstract
This study investigates the interplay between natural resources and armed conflicts in Africa, a highly
debated issue. Using descriptive and inductive methods, it finds that scarcity or abundance of resources,
combined with poverty, fuels wars through profits from exploitation, enabling wealth accumulation,
weapon purchases, and fighter payments. This leads to insecurity, human and material losses, and
weakened state control, empowering armed groups to protect local communities and artisanal mining.
To mitigate this link with civil wars, African states should implement fair, transparent resource
management, ensure equitable revenue sharing, avoid exploitative policies, grant suitable concessions to
locals, enforce laws strictly, expand sanctions on conflict mineral dealers, pressure neighbors for company
transparency, and prosecute those involved.
Keywords: Non-international armed conflicts, Natural Resources, Resource Curse, Conflict Resources,
Resource Scarcity.
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