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Abstract
National sovereignty is considered one of the fundamental pillars of the international legal system, as it
grants states the right to manage their internal and external affairs without external interference.
However, the development of international criminal law—especially after the establishment of the
International Criminal Court (ICC)—has raised a crucial question: Is national sovereignty absolute, or is it
limited by the necessity of protecting human rights and ensuring international criminal justice?
In practice, tensions have indeed arisen between the two concepts—national sovereignty and
international criminal justice. Some states insist on their sovereignty to justify refusing to cooperate with
the ICC or to extradite their nationals accused of crimes. On the other hand, many members of the
international community believe that the investigation, prosecution, and punishment of serious
international crimes—such as genocide and war crimes—cannot remain confined within the borders of a
single state but must instead fall under international criminal jurisdiction.
Nevertheless, since the adoption of the Rome Statute, the principle of complementarity has been
established as a compromise between the two notions. This principle grants states the primary
responsibility to prosecute alleged perpetrators within their own territories, while international
jurisdiction intervenes only in cases of unwillingness or inability of the state concerned. In this way, the
principle of complementarity reflects an attempt to strike a balance between respect for national
sovereignty and the equally important imperative of ensuring international criminal justice.
KeyWords: National sovereignty, International criminal justice, Balance, international criminal law.
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