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Abstract
This study aims to elucidate the concept of the Material Element (Actus Reus) in criminal law, with
particular emphasis on its practical application to crimes of Qisas (retaliation) and Diyat (compensation).
The Material Element—constituting one of the fundamental components of criminal liability alongside
the moral element—denotes the physical act prohibited by Islamic Sharia, whether it takes the form of a
positive action or an omission. Once the offender carries out the criminal act in full, the offense is
considered complete (as in premeditated murder). However, if the act remains incomplete (such as an
assault not resulting in death) or if execution is interrupted by external circumstances, it is regarded as an
attempt. Such acts may be committed individually or jointly with others.
The central problem of this research lies in the challenge of determining criminal responsibility based
solely on intent, thought, or planning, since the law does not allow punishment for an act that has not
been physically carried out. Therefore, the study endeavors to clarify and analyze the nature and role of
the Material Element in criminal behavior. The researchers applied both the inductive approach—to
gather and examine scholarly views—and the analytical approach—to explore the role of the material
element in attributing responsibility and establishing criminal liability.
The results demonstrate that the Material Element, whether in the form of an act or an omission,
constitutes the essential foundation of criminal liability. The law does not punish mere intentions or
internal motives unless they are expressed through an outward act that embodies criminal conduct.
Keywords: Material Element (Actus Reus), Crime, Qisas, Diyat.
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