
ILIC2022

Journal of college of Law for Legal and Political Sciences 

karwan.ismail@uhd.edu.iq

kurdistan.saeed@uhd.edu.iq

Constitutional protection of women's political rights in Iraq
Analytical studies

Asst. Prof. Karwan Awrahman
Law College/ university of human development

Asst. Prof. Dr. Kurdistan Salim
Law College/ university of human development  

;

.

Abstract
Women's political rights are controversial topics, especially in Arab countries that are new to 
democratic systems. Since Iraq comes at the forefront of these countries where the regime has 
adopted the parliamentarian after the radical political changes that pervaded the Iraqi state during 
the events of 2003, it was granted women political rights that were denied to them in different 
periods of government before that date. The 2005 Constitution established women's political 
rights in the text of Article (20) (men or women have the right to participate in public affairs and 
enjoy political rights, including the right to vote and be elected). 
The importance of the topic is that the constitution did not only grant women their political rights 
but also guaranteed them these rights in a set of constitutional texts, the foremost of which is its 
requirement for the electoral law in Article (49/IV) (the electoral law aims to achieve a 
representation rate of women not less than a quarter of the number of members of the Council 
Deputies).
The role of the Federal Supreme Court in protecting these rights cannot be overlooked since the 
Federal Court, the Supreme Council, based on its terms of reference, has issued decisions on 
the legitimacy of the women's quota in previous sessions. For the Iraqi Council of Representatives 
elections and several important decisions to resolve differences regarding the membership of 
individuals in the Council of Representatives, Iraqi MPs, especially women's membership in the 
Council.
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