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Abstract
One of the most prominent challenges facing countries that include minorities in their 
societal components is how to manage religious, racial, and ethnic diversity in their 
societies. The first step lies in the recognition of the existence of these minorities as well 
as respecting their privacy, then the issuance of legal means and political management. 
Among the legal means is the issuance of special legislation to protect the rights of 
minorities and to abide by international instruments to ensure the protection of their rights 
on the ground. 
Among the most crucial rights established for minorities under international instruments 
and internal legislation is the right of minorities to political participation, which includes the 
right to assume public office and positions, engage with political parties, form associations 
and participation in gatherings. The full exercise of all these rights requires assurance and 
special measures that countries must take to successfully maintain this diversity.  
In this chapter, we shed light on the concept of the minority with a definition that showed 
its types, then we presented the definition of political participation and dealt with the 
importance of political rights. In the second chapter, we dealt with international instruments 
and internal legislation that include protection of the right to political participation of 
minorities. 
Keywords: minorities, political participation, political rights, international instruments, 
internal legislation. 

 
 

 
  

 

 


