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The Problems of Border Rivers and their Influence on International

Relations

The researchers are paying increased attention to the problems of
borders rivers. They stand for political borders. Moreover, they, sometimes,
come up to the level of geostrategic dimensions, reaching national security for
the countries in question. This also represents an economic problem affecting
regional relations among the countries that have shores at such rivers, in the
light of how the water resources of these rivers could be exploited. Thus, we
tend to study the Mesopotamian basin which was divided, after World War 1,

and Euphrates.

- There were many accords and meetings between Irag and the
neighbouring countries to come to fair agreements to distribute the water of
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the Mesopot b th the increasing need for these resources, ther

he Mesopotamian basin, with tl
was no solution. The relations between these countries become tense from
time to time during the past century, especially in the second half of the 20"
century, between Iraq, Turkey, and Syria, regarding Euphrates, and with Iran,
regarding the streams from the east heights, entering the country.

The neighbouring countries often exploited the Border Rivers to
pressurize politically, economically and in terms of security, to achieve their

purpose of interfering in Iraqg's political affairs.

This study deals with the problems of the rivers Tigris and Euphrates,
their impact on the regional relations among the neighbouring countries, to
arrive at solution and "Fair" solutions to overcome their issues. The study
includes three sections. The first defines Border Rivers, then the facts behind
the rise of their issues. The second section is about the theories of using
Border Rivers. The third section is about the Border Rivers of the
Mesopotamian basin, their role in the international relations with Turkey, Iran,

and Syria.




