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Key Guiding Principles of Freedom of Association with an Emphasis on Non-Governmental

organizations, para. 5.
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Abstract
The right to peaceful demonstration is the most important form of right to assemble
and is considered as human rights which are guaranteed by international charters
and constitutions in most countries of the world. We find that many of the
instruments, conventions and international treaties have secured the right to
demonstrate and to peaceful assemble considered inviolable by public international
law, especially the International human rights law. Under article 20 of The Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, it acknowledges the right of everyone to engage in
peaceful gatherings and associations without any restrictions on the exercise of this
right, as approved by Article 21 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights. This article banned any restrictions to exercise this right other than those
imposed by laws which are necessary in a democratic society, such as restrictions
imposed due to national security or public safety or public order or protection of
public health or morals or protection of the rights and freedoms of others.

We can conclude with no doubt that this right is not absolute in the sense that people
can pretend what they want at any place or at any time, because such behavior is not
posing, but represents a disorder that leads to compromise security and violation of
the rights of others. That is why it becomes an urgent necessity to legislate a clear,
democratic and meaningful legal framework to organize demonstrations. From this
point of view, the legislators in Kurdistan initiated through the issuance of organizing
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demonstrations act. No. 11 in 2010 to ensure the protection of freedom to
demonstrate and prevent abuse.The crisis, difficult conditions and fluctuations that
shook the province of Kurdistan in recent times, especially since 2014,showed the
importance of exercising this right for free expression of common values and
demands.The initiative by Kurdish legislators to regulate the right to freedom of
demonstration in itself is an innocuous initiative that is regarded and hailed, however,
the methodology adopted by the legalization and regulation of this right, despite of its
many pros, but has some shortcomings and flaws, especially in light of developments
in the Kurdistan region that might be missed due to the current situation.So not to
justify turning a blind eye and deny the negative aspects especially in respect of the
fundamental of human rights.




